
 

 

 

What is a School-Parent 
Compact? 

A School-Parent Compact for Achievement is an 
agreement that parents, students, and teachers 
develop together. It explains how parents and 
teachers will work together to make sure all our 
students reach or exceed grade-level standards. 
 

Effective compacts: 

• Link to goals of the school improvement plan 

• Focus on student learning skills  

• Describe how teachers will help students 
develop those skills using high-quality 
curriculum and instruction  

• Share strategies parents can use at home 

• Explain how teachers and parents will 
communicate about student progress 

• Describe opportunities for parents to volunteer, 
observe, and participate in the classroom 

 

Nutmeg Elementary School 
Mary Ellen Pleasant, Principal 

www.nutmegschool.org   860-555-1212 

 

 
 

Sylmar Biotech Health & 

Engineering Magnet 
Maria Herrera, Principal 

13050 Borden Ave, Sylmar, CA, 91342 

www.wearesbha.org     818-833-3723 

 
School-wide Focus  

Communication about Student Learning 

Sylmar Biotech Health & Engineering Magnet is committed to 
frequent two-way communication with families about student’s 
learning. Some of the ways parents and teachers communicate all 
year are: 

• Updates on the School Web Site  

• Current grades in SCHOOLOGY 

• Blackboard Connect phone calls 

• Appointments with teachers and counselors 

• Conferences in September, November, March and May: 
Back-to-School, Student Led, and Open House  

 

Do you have questions about your child’s progress?  
 
Contact your child’s teacher by phone at 818-833-3723 or e-mail. 

E-mail addresses are on the school Web site at 
www.wearesbha.org. 

 

Jointly Developed 

The parents, students, and staff of Sylmar Biotech 
Health & Engineering Magnet meet yearly to discuss 
student learning needs based on school-wide data. Our 
School-Parent Compact for Achievement is revised 
based on these discussions. Teachers suggest home 
learning strategies, parents add ideas to make them 
more specific, and students identify ways to support 
their learning goals. 

Parents are welcome to contribute  
comments at any time. 

 

If you would like to volunteer, participate and/or observe in a 
classroom, please contact Maria Herrera at meh7212@lausd.net or 
(818) 833-3723. 

Approved by SBHEM School Site Council on 12/06/2021 

 

 
 

for Student Success 
 

 

Building Partnerships 
 

ABOUT GEAR UP  
GEAR UP, which stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness 
for Undergraduate Programs, is a federally funded program designed to 
help students and their families gain the resources and knowledge they 
need in middle/high school to succeed to their first year of college.   
 

GEAR UP SERVICES 
• Individual and Small Group Advising  

• Student and Parent College Workshops  

• Career Exploration  

• Financial Literacy/Aid Information  

• Standardized Test Prep  

• Case Management Services  

• Book Scholarships 
 

ABOUT EDUCARE 
EduCare’s activities are unique to each school and include homework 
assistance & tutoring, academic enrichment, structured fitness classes 
and performing & fine arts activities.  EduCare goes far beyond simply 
providing a safe space for students after school, offering many 
opportunities for learning and leadership. 
 

EDUCARE SERVICES 
• Summer Enrichment Activities 

• After School Tutoring 

• After School Enrichment 

• Credit Recovery 

• Social Emotional Learning Programs 
 

SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT  
FOR ACHIEVEMENT 

2021–2022 

http://www.nutmegschool.org/
mailto:meh7212@lausd.net


 

 

 

District  

District Mission Statement 
The teachers, administrators, and staff of the Los Angeles Unified School 
District believe in the equal worth and dignity of all students and are 
committed to educate all students to their maximum potential. 
 
District Goals 
Goal 1: English/Language Arts and Mathematics—Proficiency for All 
Goal 2: English Learners—Proficiency for All 
Goal 3: All students will be taught by highly qualified teachers 
Goal 4:  All students will be educated in learning environments that are 
safe, drug-free, and conducive to learning 
Goal 5:  All Students will Graduate from High School—100% Graduation 

 

 

School 

Our Mission  
Sylmar Biotech Health & Engineering Magnet will graduate students able 
to analyze and apply STEM* knowledge; ethically use technology; 
professionally collaborate to problem solve; use communication skills to 
inform and advocate for our people; and think critically for the health and 
welfare of our community.  

 
Our Goals 
Our school makes a continuous effort to improve annually. Thus, by June 2022, 
Sylmar Biotech Health & Engineering Magnet students will: 

 
• Work towards meeting high school graduation requirements, while closely 

monitoring the number of students who pass their A- G classes with a C or 

higher, as measured by MyData* and FOCUS*. 

• Work towards meeting or exceeding the SBAC standards in ELA. 

• Work towards meeting or exceeding the SBAC standards in math. 

• Work towards increasing the reclassification of our English learners as 

measured by ELPAC scores, English grades, and the Reading Inventory test. 

• Work towards meeting or exceeding the number of parents completing the 

School Experience Survey. 

• Work towards increasing student attendance throughout the school year as 

measured by FOCUS. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS & LITERACY 
 
Reading 

✓ Understanding more from and making fuller use of written materials, 
including using a wider range of evidence to support an analysis 

✓ Making more connections about how complex ideas interact and develop 
within a book, essay, or article  

✓ Evaluating arguments and specific claims, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid, and the evidence is sufficient, and as appropriate, 
detecting inconsistencies and ambiguities  

✓ Analyzing the meaning of foundational U.S. documents (the Declaration 
of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights) 

Writing 
✓ Making an argument that is logical, well-reasoned, and supported by 

evidence 
✓ Writing a literary analysis, report, or summary that develops a central idea 

and a coherent focus and is well supported with relevant examples, facts, 
and details  

✓ Conducting several research projects that address different aspects of the 
same topic, using more complex books, articles, and other sources 

Speaking and Listening 
✓ Responding thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesizing comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; and resolving 
contradictions when possible  

✓ Sharing research, findings, and evidence clearly and concisely 
✓ Making strategic use of digital media (e.g., animations, video, websites, 

podcasts) to enhance understanding of findings and to add interest 
Language 

✓ Determining or clarifying the meaning of words and phrases, choosing 
flexibly from multiple strategies, such as using context, Greek and Latin 
roots, and consulting specialized reference materials 

✓ Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and 
analyzing their role in the written materials 

MATHEMATICS 

 
Number and Quantity 

✓ Working with rational and irrational numbers, including working with 
rational exponents (e.g., rewriting (53)1/2 as 5√5) 

✓ Solving problems with a wide range of units and solving problems by 
thinking about units  

Algebra 
✓ Solving real-world and mathematical problems by writing and solving 

nonlinear equations, such as quadratic equations (ax2 + bx + c = 0) 
✓ Interpreting algebraic expressions and transforming them purposefully 

to solve problems  
Functions 

✓ Analyzing functions algebraically and graphically, and working with 
functions presented in different forms  

✓ and understanding their behavior (such as linear, quadratic, and 
exponential functions)  

Modeling 
✓ Analyzing real-world situations using mathematics to under-stand the 

situation better and optimize, troubleshoot, or make an informed 
decision 

Geometry 
✓ Proving theorems about triangles and other figures  
✓ Using coordinates and equations to describe geometric properties 

algebraically  
Statistics and Probability 

✓ Making inferences and justifying conclusions from sample surveys, 
experiments, and observational studies 

✓ Working with probability and using ideas from probability in everyday 
situations  

An Overview of the Work Your Child Will Be Doing in High School to Become 
Ready for College and Career 

When teachers, students, and families work together, we CAN achieve our goals! 

 

 
 

Parent Tips: Planning for College and Career 

 
At the beginning of high school, sit down with your child’s teachers, counselor, or other advisor to discuss what it 
will take for your child to graduate, your child’s goals, and his/her plans after high school. Create a plan together 
to help your child reach these goals. This plan should include: 

• An appropriate course sequence to meet your child’s goals  

• The most appropriate extracurricular activities for your child  

• Your plan to help your child prepare for college or career. For example, if your child is interested in a 
particular field, look to see if internships exist to build his/her work experience in that subject area  

• Learn about financial aid and have a plan to pay for college or advanced training 

• Attend college field trips 

 

Our Goals for Student 
Achievement 

STEM = curriculum based on four specific disciplines — science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

ELPAC/ SBAC = State testing focusing on Math and/or English language development 

FOCUS / MyDATA = LAUSD websites for school and student data 

https://www.wearesbha.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=209&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=107&PageID=1

